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a devolving unit devolving the right 




to use the contents of the first storage unit to the 
second storage unit by generating a secorfld use information, which represents a second right to 
use the contents devolved from the first st )rage unit to the second storage unit, and encrypting 
and the second use information wp the second storage ID to generate a second 
tion secure information stored in said second storage unit. 



REMARKS 



In the final Office Action mailed April 12, 2002, the Examiner rejected claims 1-8 under 
35 USC 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ross et al. (US Patent No. 5,553,139) in view of 
Hasebe et al. (US Patent No. 5,392,351). 

In the final Office Action mailed April 12, 2002, the Examiner noted that claims 1-8 were 
pending, and rejected claims 1-8. Claim 1 has been amended to correct a typographical error, 
new claim 9 has been added, and, thus, claims 1-9 remain pending for reconsideration which is 
requested. 

The foregoing rejections are respectfully traversed. No new matter has been added in 
this Amendment. 

REJECTIONS 

In page 9, item 5 of the Office Action the Examiner asserts that independent claims 1 
and 8 do not recite the features relied upon by the Applicants in the previous Response of 
October 30, 2001 on pages 2-6, i.e., "devolving, the permission information from one recording 
medium to another recording medium or revising the permission information on a recording 
medium to another recording medium or revising the permission information on a recording 
medium responsive to use (consumption) of content/information being protected by the 
permission information." 

However, the Examiner appears to be overlooking the recitation of the claims. The 
claims recite the term "devolved." To one skilled in the art, the recitation "devolved" as defined in 
dictionary means transference of rights to another and/or degeneration of rights . See Figs. 1 -2; 
and page 16 to 18 of the present Application. See entry for "devolution" in Merriam-Webster's 
Collegiate Dictionary , online (copy attached). 

Using the recitation of claim 1 as an example, in contrast to Ross et al. and Hasebe et al. 
the present invention provides " a second use information , representing a second right to use the 
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contents that is devolved from the first storage medium to the second storage medium" 
(emphasis added). More particularly, the recitation, "a second use information, representing a 
second right to use the contents that is devolved from the first storage medium to the second 
storage medium" is the relied upon feature patentably distinguishing over Ross and Hasebe. 

NEW CLAIM 

New independent claim 9 provides an alternative recitation of the present invention in 
non-means-plus-function format, as follows: 

9. (NEW) A license devolution system in communication 
with computer readable storages, comprising: 

an access unit accessing a first storage unit having a first 
storage ID and storing contents encrypted with a predetermined 
key and storing a first encryption secure information generated by 
encrypting the key and a first use information, which represents a 
right to use the contents, with the first storage ID, and accessing a 
second storage unit having a second storage ID identifying the 
second storage unit; 

a decoder decoding the first encryption secure information 
stored in said first storage unit using the first storage ID to obtain 
the key and the first use information; and 

a devolving unit devolving the right to use the contents of 
the first storage unit to the second storage unit by generating a 
second use information, which represents a second right to use 
the contents devolved from the first storage unit to the second 
storage unit , and encrypting the key and the second use 
information with the second storage ID to generate a second 
encryption secure information stored in said second storage unit 
(emphasis added). 

Support for the new claim can be found, for example, in Fig. 1 , in paragraphs 33, 34, 44, 
and in Fig. 6 and description thereof in paragraphs 107-142 of the substitute specification. The 
"devolving unit" of new claim 9 can correspond to encryption means 22 in Fig. 1 . 

BENEFITS OF THE CLAIMED PRESENT INVENTION 

The present invention can provide, for example, the following benefits: (1) giving the 
right of using content/information one hundred times, and prohibiting use of the content beyond 
one hundred times;(2) permitting free use of the content/information for one hundred times by 
any user; and (3) giving the right of using the content/information for fifty times out of the one 
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hundred in one computer and the right of using the content for the other fifty times in another 
computer. 



In view of the remarks herein, withdrawal of the rejection of claims 1-8 and allowance of 
claims 1-8 and new claim 9 is respectfully requested. 

Attached hereto is a marked-up version of the changes made to the claims by the current 
amendment. The attached page is captioned " Version with markings to show changes 
made ." 

If there are any formal matters remaining after this response, the Examiner is requested 
to telephone the undersigned to attend to these matters. 



CONCLUSION 





Mehdi Sheikerz 
Registration No. 41,307 



700 Eleventh Street, NW, Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20001 
(202)434-1500 
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N WITH MARKINGS TO SHOW CHANGES MADE 



IN THE CLAIMS 

Claim 1 is AMENDED as follows. 
New claim 9 is ADDED. 

Recitation of all pending claims is provided for reference convenience. 

1 . (THREE TIMES AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus accessing a first storage 
medium storing contents encrypted with a predetermined key, a first media ID identifying the first 
storage medium, and a first encryption secure information generated by encrypting the key and a 
first use information, representing a right to use the contents, together with one another or 
individually, with the first media ID, and accessing a second storage medium storing a second 
media ID identifying the second storage medium, wherein the right of using the contents stored 
in said first storage medium is devolved from said first storage medium to said second storage 
medium, said license devolution apparatus comprising: 

decoding means for decoding the first encryption secure information stored in said first 
storage medium using the first media ID to obtain the key and the first use information; and 

encryption means for encrypting [with the second media ID] the key and a second use 
information, representing a second right to use the contents that is devolved from the first 
storage medium to the second storage medium, together with one another or individually, with 
the second media ID, to generate a second encryption secure information for storage in said 
second storage medium. 

2. (AS TWICE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein said encryption means encrypts with the first media ID a third use information, obtained 
through subtracting the second use information from the first use information, or encrypts with 
the first media ID both the key and a third right of using, to generate a third encryption secure 
information and stores the third encryption secure information in the first storage medium. 

3. (AS TWICE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 1 , 
wherein if the entire rights of using the contents, to which the first storage medium is entitled, 
are devolved to the second storage medium, the first encryption secure information stored in the 
first storage medium is destroyed. 
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4. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 1, 
wherein before devolution of the right to use contents, the first storage medium stores contents 
whose right to use is intended to be devolved as encrypted contents, and 

wherein said license devolution apparatus further comprises contents transfer means for 
reading the encrypted contents from the first storage medium, and storing in the second storage 
medium the read encrypted contents. 

5. (AS TWICE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 2, 
wherein the first use information and the second use information represent the presence of the 
right to use, and the third use information represents the absence of the right to use. 

6. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 2, wherein 
the first use information represents a first available number of times or available time, the 
second use information represents a second available number of times or available time which 
is less than the first available number of times or available time, and the third use information 
represents a third available number of times or available time which is obtained through 
subtracting the second available number of times or available time from the first available 
number of times or available time. 

7. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A license devolution apparatus according to claim 1, further 
comprising a first drive and a second drive driving the first storage medium and the second 
storage medium, respectively, said first drive and said second drive having a first firmware and 
second firmware accessing the first storage medium and the second storage medium, 
respectively, 

wherein said decoding means and said encryption means are arranged in a firmware 
including said first firmware and said second firmware in form of a composite unit; and 

wherein only said first firmware has authority to access the first storage medium driven 
by said first drive, and only said second firmware has authority to access the second storage 
medium driven by said second drive. 

8. (AS ONCE AMENDED) A license devolution method, comprising 
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storing in a first storage medium contents encrypted with a predetermined key, a first 
media ID identifying the first storage medium, and encryption secure information generated by 
encrypting with the first media ID, the key and a first use information, which represents a right to 
use the contents; 

decoding the first encryption secure information using the first media ID to obtain the key 
and the first use information; 

generating a second encryption secure information by encrypting with a second media 
ID, which identifies a second storage medium, the key and a second use information, which 
represents a second right to use the contents that is devolved from the first storage medium to 
the second storage medium; and 

storing the second encryption secure information in said second storage medium, 
wherein the right to use the contents stored in the first storage medium is devolved from the first 
storage medium to the second storage medium. 

9. (NEW) A license devolution system in communication with computer readable 
storages, comprising: 

an access unit accessing a first storage unit having a first storage ID and storing 
contents encrypted with a predetermined key and storing a first encryption secure information 
generated by encrypting the key and a first use information, which represents a right to use the 
contents, with the first storage ID, and accessing a second storage unit having a second storage 
ID identifying the second storage unit; 

a decoder decoding the first encryption secure information stored in said first storage unit 
using the first storage ID to obtain the key and the first use information; and 

a devolving unit devolving the right to use the contents of the first storage unit to the 
second storage unit by generating a second use information, which represents a second right to 
use the contents devolved from the first storage unit to the second storage unit, and encrypting 
the key and the second use information with the second storage ID to generate a second 
encryption secure information stored in said second storage unit. 
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